
       
From the Desk of the Principal 

 

Dear Woodlawn Middle Families, 

 

Welcome back to a new school year!  

I would like to take this time to give a special welcome to those of you who are first-time middle school parents; you have 

an exciting three years ahead! Middle school is a very special time of tremendous growth for children, socially, 

intellectually, and physically.  This year is an unprecedented school year. As previously communicated, BCPS schools 

will have virtual instruction until at least January 29, 2021.  However, virtual learning will not look like it did in the 

Spring.  Students will have at least 3.5 hours of live instruction and traditional grading and attendance will be recorded as 

normal.  

 

Virtual Schedule - In this newsletter packet, you will find important information to assist you and your child prepare for 

the start of the school year. The first day for students is Tuesday, September 8, 2020. The virtual schedule is included in 

this newsletter. Please make sure your child is up and ready to learn each morning by 8:00 am. Remember, attendance 

will be taken! As announced, students will only take four classes this first semester and the other four second semester. So 

please do not worry, if you do not see all of your child’s classes listed, as they may be scheduled for the class 2nd 

semester.  We believe the semester schedule will allow our students to concentrate on four classes at a time and to learn 

and do them well.  

 

6th Grade Orientation - During the first week in August, we were pleased to offer a week-long 6th Grade Orientation.  

Many of our 6th graders attended and were able to learn about middle school and how to be successful.  If your child did 

not participate, they can log onto 6th Grade Orientation Schoology group and engage in the activities and resources 

asynchronously (independently) on Friday, September 4th at 9:00 am, which is designated as 6th Grade Early Entry Day.  

 

Staying Informed and Connected! - As we forge ahead, I would like to reemphasize the importance of parent 

involvement. Research indicates that when parents are involved in school, students achieve at higher levels. You are the 

biggest influence in your child’s life. What you believe is very important, because your child will have the same beliefs. 

When you show that you value education, your child will do the same. It is not just the quantity of time you spend at 

school, but the value you place on education that makes the difference. One of the first ways to get involved is to join the 

PTSA.  Parents, please also make sure you are signed up for your BCPSOne access.  Here you will be able to check your 

child’s grades and assignments 24 hours a day, on Schoology, as well as send messages to teachers.  Information on how 

to access your child’s Schoology account is included in this newsletter.  We will continue developing positive connections 

with our students, parents/guardians, and the surrounding community through consistent communication and invitations to 

serve on school committees and the PTSA. This year, information will be emailed or communicated by phone through our 

Messenger system, posted on Schoology, and posted on our school website at woodlawnms.bcps.org. Please make sure 

the school has your most updated contact information so that you can stay informed.  

  

Material and Device Distribution – Included in this newsletter is information on material and device distribution. Please 

read the information carefully and adhere to the dates and times. We will be preparing a bag of materials for each student 

that we will distribute at that time. We will also distribute devices to those students that need a BCPS issued device. 

Priority will be given to those students that did not receive a BCPS issued device. I am asking for your patience as we 

seek to ensure every child has a device. If your child’s device is in need of repair, please contact the HELP Desk for tech 

support.  The Tech Support information is in this newsletter.  

 

Student academic success and personal responsibility at Woodlawn Middle School are truly dependent on a cooperative 

triangle comprised of the student-teacher-parent/guardian. I want to invite you to call, or e-mail at any time to share your 

ideas about how we can all work together to make Woodlawn Middle School the best of all places to go to school.  

 

We encourage and depend on you to take an active and supportive role in your son's/daughter's education, and your 

continued support and personal involvement in the weeks and months ahead. The difference between a good school and a 

great school is YOU!  We look forward to a successful year at Woodlawn Middle School.  

 

Yours In Educational Excellence, 

 

 

Ms. Rochelle M. Archelus 

Principal

 


